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ISIS threat, less attention is being paid
to Boko Haram.

Over the past few years, Boko Haram
has evolved from a regional to a global
threat. Boko Haram is one of the
world’s deadliest terror groups, and it
has pledged allegiance to ISIS. It has
also been almost 2 years since Boko
Haram kidnapped hundreds of Nigerian
schoolgirls.

I want to thank my south Florida
colleague, FREDERICA WILSON, for her
leadership in reminding all of us about
this tragic terrorist attack.

We must bring back our girls. We are
right to be concerned by the threat
that ISIS poses to our national secu-
rity and to the world; but we cannot ig-
nore the threat posed by Boko Haram.

Mr. Speaker, ISIS, Boko Haram, and
so many other radical Islamic groups
are being given the time and space to
operate; so we must redouble our ef-
forts to defeat these Islamic extremist
groups.

CONGRATULATING THE LOS ANGE-
LES CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
have had both the sobering and serious
responsibility of serving on the Home-
land Security Committee since the hei-
nous acts of 9/11.

I rise today to give comfort to and to
thank the Los Angeles Comnsolidated
School District for its swift response. I
know that the reports of its actions re-
ceived conflicting commentary, but it
had the responsibility for over 600,000
children. I believe, when administra-
tors act seriously, competently, and
thoughtfully, they need to know that
we appreciate it.

We live in very difficult and chal-
lenging times. It is a horrific person
who sends false threats and who fright-
ens the general public; but it is a wise
leader who takes it seriously to protect
his constituents. In this instance, the
Los Angeles Consolidated School Dis-
trict, its superintendent, and all of
those involved in making the decision
to protect those children did the right
thing.

We live in very difficult times, and
we here in the United States are con-
tinuing to try and define and refine our
alert system and to do the kind of in-
telligence work to provide our local au-
thorities with the right information;
but, as a parent, I congratulate them
for standing up for the children and
making sure that those children and
teachers and others were safe.

God help us that we will purge out
the horrificness and horribleness of ter-
roristic acts.
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BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, we are $18
trillion in the red. Specifically, our
Federal debt, which is a combination of
debt held by the public and debt held
by government accounts, stands at
$18.7 trillion. That means every man,
woman, and child owes roughly $58,000
right now, and it will no doubt rise day
by day.

At the beginning of the year 2000, we
were $5 trillion underwater. Fast-for-
ward a few years to when President
Obama took office, and we were ap-
proximately $10 trillion in debt. Today,
we are almost double that.

I came to Congress to make the dif-
ficult decisions to help put our Nation
back on the path of growth, because
right now I am fearful that my chil-
dren and my grandchildren will not
have the same opportunities.

It is for these reasons that I have au-
thored and introduced a balanced budg-
et amendment. In fact, 45 States have
some type of balanced budget require-
ment already in law. It is time the Fed-
eral Government follows suit.

My amendment will prohibit outlays
from exceeding receipts. It will prevent
Congress from raising the debt ceiling.
It will prevent the President—any
President—from instituting an execu-
tive order without first presenting Con-
gress a balanced budget.

Every business and every family bal-
ances their budget. It is time for the
Federal Government to do the same.

———————

HONORING REVEREND ALBERT E.
CHEW, JR.

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a community
leader, Reverend Albert E. Chew, Jr.

Reverend Chew was born in a little
town in east Texas and moved to Fort
Worth, where he served as pastor of the
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church for
56 years. I can tell you that, during his
time at Shiloh, Reverend Chew not
only impacted the Northside commu-
nity where the church was located, but
the greater overall Fort Worth and
Tarrant County communities.

Reverend Chew served on the Fort
Worth Human Relations Commission,
the Missionary Baptist Church General
Convention of Texas, and also was one
of the early founders of a group, the
Black Ecumenical Leadership Alliance,
also known as BELA. His church was
very committed to the NAACP and
often held various NAACP meetings at
the church. Reverend Chew, previous to
his service in the ministry, was also a
veteran of World War II.

He will be greatly missed in the Fort
Worth community. He was a great gen-
tleman, a legend. Let’s pray for our
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friends at the Shiloh Missionary Bap-
tist Church.

——
REMEMBERING GRETCHEN QUIE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of former Min-
nesota First Lady Gretchen Quie, who,
sadly, passed away this past weekend.

Gretchen grew up in Minneapolis and
graduated from Central High School
before heading to St. Olaf College,
where she met her future husband, Al
Quie.

Gretchen was active in local church
and civic organizations and was by her
husband’s side as he served 21 years
here in the United States Congress and
4 years as Governor of the State of
Minnesota.

With an eye for art, Gretchen was in-
strumental in upgrading the Minnesota
Governor’s residence and opening it up
to the public. She would often host
“Night at the Mansion” programs,
where Minnesotans were invited to
have dinner and then stay the night.

Gretchen Quie was also a member of
Minnetonka Lutheran Church and a
community leader, serving on a num-
ber of nonprofit boards.

Minnesotans’ thoughts and prayers
are with Governor Quie, his family,
their five children, their 29 grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

HONORING REVEREND SAM
“PAPA” CRAIG, JR.

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the accomplishments and the
contributions of Reverend Sam Craig,
Jr., and to offer my condolences to his
family.

Reverend Craig passed away peace-
fully on the 29th of November this
year. He was 91 years old, and he is sur-
vived by his wife, Catherine Caldwell.

Reverend Craig was the assistant
pastor at First Baptist Church in Santa
Ana, where he was a member for over
42 years.

Reverend Craig enlisted in the Ma-
rines Corps in 1947, and he served with
honor for 22 years. He served in World
War II, in the Korean war, and in Viet-
nam, and eventually retired in 1969 as a
warrant officer.

After retiring from the military, he
taught for 17 years in our local Santa
Ana Unified School District as both an
elementary and a junior high school
teacher.

Reverend Craig was committed to his
church, and he had a passion. He had a
passion for teaching Bible study and
for leading the Mission Society. Rev-
erend Craig’s dedication to education,
to community service, and to his faith
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